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April 16, 2009 

Honorable Rod Wright
California State Senate
State Capitol, Room 5064
Sacramento, CA 95814

 

RE:
SB 805 (Wright) 

Dear Senator Wright:

The Division of Ratepayer Advocates (DRA) is the independent consumer advocacy division of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  DRA’s statutory mandate is to obtain the lowest possible rate for utility service consistent with reliable and safe service levels.  DRA also advocates for customer and environmental protections in connection with utility service. 

DRA supports the ratepayer protection provisions of SB 805, which would extend the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) to 33% by December 31, 2020 and strengthen cost transparency and ratepayer protection goals.  DRA takes no position on the other provisions of SB 805.  
DRA supports increasing renewable energy at the lowest cost to ratepayers.  By incorporating more renewables into our energy portfolio, California will be better positioned to reduce its dependence on carbon-emitting fossil fuels, protect the environment, stimulate our economy, and provide ratepayers with a hedge against volatile gas prices.  

The cost transparency and ratepayer protections in SB 805 will also put us on the path to address unknown  issues by (i) factoring in all direct and indirect costs associated with achieving 33% renewables such as integration and transmission costs, (ii) establishing a total cost limitation, (iii) requiring regular reporting of the progress towards implementing renewables as well as the costs associated with achieving the 33% goal, and (iv) providing recommendations to remove impediments and achieving greater cost effective reductions in GHG emissions.  

DRA is confident that by balancing the benefits of increased renewable energy with ratepayer protections, achieving the 33% renewable goal and GHG emission reductions by 2020 can be accomplished in the most cost-effective manner. 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss this matter further, please call DRA’s Legislative Director Matthew Marcus, at (916) 327-3455 or me at (415) 703-2544.  

Respectfully,

Dana S. Appling, Director

Division of Ratepayer Advocates
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